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Vjj^ 47. (Amended) The device a^in claim 46 [451/ wherein a 
^ft~ ^distance between two adjacent ladder units in said portion 
increase successively by a factor \pf 2. 




56, (Amended) The method ks in claim 57, wherein lengths of 
two different birefringent segments are different by a factor of 
2 n , where n is a positive intege A factor . 




66. (Amended) The device las in claim 65, wherein lengths of 
two different birefringent segments are different by a factor of 
2 M-n [2 n.] ^ W here M and n are positive integers representinghigher 
and lower order numbers of said two different birefringent 
segments, respectively, with l£ n\* (M-l) , and *fe2 [n is a 
positive integer] . 




75. (Amended) The method as\in claim 72, wherein lengths of 
two different birefringent segments are different by a factor of 
2 M-n [2 nj ^ where M and n are positive integers representinghigher 
and lower order numbers of said two\ different birefri ngent 
segments, respectively, with 1* n s W l) , and M*2 [n is a 
positive integer] - 
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79. (Amended) The method as A claim 78, wherein lengths of 
'two different birefringent segments^ different by a factor of 
2^[2 n ] , where M and n ar e positive 



rers 



>reaentinghigher 



1m*t order nurribers of B^A two different birefrin$ 



»entB, re a] 



^f^ly. with IS n < (M-i), and 
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